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In the last couple weeks, 
we have been studying 
about what baptism 
does and what it does 
not do in "The Old 
Paths". In connection 
with these thoughts, I thought it 
would be appropriate to include 
this article concerning baptism. 

Why did I title this article, "A 
Teacher of Error" if we are going 
to talk about baptism? This is be- 
cause in the recent past, I was 
accused of teaching error when I 
told folks that baptism was a nec- 
essary part of God's plan for 
man's salvation! Yes, this hap- 
pened. Just so you understand, I 
am not making light of this 
charge. I take such charges seri- 
ously, because I do not want to 
be guilty of saying things (of a 
spiritual or physical nature) that 
are not true (Eph. 4:25; Col. 3:9; 
II Tim. 4:2; etc.). As I write this 
article, I am careful to realize that 
I am not infallible. I can be 
wrong at times, and I need to be 
corrected when I am wrong. 
However, based upon my study 
thus far, I cannot come to any 
other conclusion but that baptism 
is a necessary part of the Lord's 
plan for salvation (ex: Acts 
22:16). I believe when folks sit 
down with the New Testament 
and read about what is necessary 
for salvation, it becomes clear 
that baptism is an essential act. 

In this article, however, I am 
not merely going to "say" that 
baptism is essential for salvation. 



Instead, we will go to the New Tes- 
tament and show that this is what 
is revealed in Scripture. I don't 
want to teach error on this or any 
other subject, so let us look and see 
what has been revealed about bap- 
tism throughout the New Testa- 
ment. Too, once we have learned 
what the New Testament says, we 
then are able to tell others what is 
necessary to be saved. 

Jesus Talked About Baptism. 

Before He ascended and re- 
turned to Heaven, Jesus told the 
apostles: 

1 ) "Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them, in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28: 1 9). 

2) "Whoever believes and is bap- 
tized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned" (Mk. 
16:16). 

3) "Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third 
day rise from the dead, and that repen- 
tance and forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem" (Lk. 24:46 
-47). 

The Apostles and Preachers 
Talked About Baptism. 

After Jesus left this world (Acts 
1:9-11), His apostles then set out to 
preach the gospel to all creation as 
Christ commanded them (Mk. 
16:15). Not only did they preach, 
but other evangelists joined in this 
work as well. Between the apostles 



and the early evangelists, we find em- 
phasis placed upon baptism for the re- 
mission of sins. 

1) "Now when they heard this they were 
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest 
of the apostles, 'Brothers, what shall we do?' 
And Peter said to them, 'Repent and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit'" (Acts 2:38). 

2) "Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning with this Scripture he told him the 
good news about Jesus. And as they were go- 
ing along the road they came to some water, 
and the eunuch said, 'See, here is water! 
What prevents me from being baptized?' And 
Philip said, 'If you believe with all your 
heart, you may. ' And he replied, 'I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. ' And he 
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both 
went down into the water, Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him" (Acts 8:35- 
38). 

3) "And the jailer called for lights and 
rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell 
down before Paul and Silas. Then he brought 
them out and said, 'Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?' And they said, 'Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household. ' And they spoke the word of the 
Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 
And he took them the same hour of the night 
and washed their wounds; and he was bap- 
tized at once, he and all his family" (Acts 
16:29-33). 

4) Ananias told Saul, "And now why 
do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash 
away your sins, calling on his name" (Acts 
22:16). 

The Epistles Talk About Baptism. 

As we read the epistles, we learn 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 
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some valuable truths concerning 
baptism revealed in these letters: 

1 ) "Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his" (Rom. 
6:3-5). 

2) "In him also you were circum- 
cised with a circumcision made with- 
out hands, by putting off the body of 
the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 
having been buried with him in bap- 
tism, in which you were also raised 
with him through faith in the powerful 
working of God, who raised him from 
the dead. And you, who were dead in 
your trespasses and the uncircumci- 
sion of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us 
all our trespasses" (Col. 2: 11-13). 

3) "Baptism, which corresponds to 
this, now saves you, not as a removal 
of dirt from the body but as an appeal 
to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (I 
Pet. 3:21). 

When Was Error Taught? 

After reading ten separate New 
Testament passages that discuss 
baptism and its purpose, what 
conclusion can we draw from our 
study? Was error taught; and if so, 
when was it taught and by whom? 
Is error taught by the one who 
says baptism is NOT essential to 
salvation, or by the one who says 
baptism IS essential to salvation? I 
believe after this detailed study 
that the answer is clear: The one 
who teaches error is the one who 
says baptism is NOT essential for 
salvation. The one who teaches 
the truth is the one who says that 
it IS essential! Dear friend, if you 



disagree, please do not dismiss this 
writing, but go back and reread 
these Scriptures for yourself. Be 
honest! What place does baptism 
hold in the Lord's plan for salva- 
tion, if it is not essential for man's 
salvation? 

Conclusion 

Do these ten passages somehow 
"negate" passages we read which 
command faith or repentance? (Ex: 
Jn. 3:16, 8:24; Heb. 11:6; Lk. 13:3; 
Acts 17:30; etc.) By no means! 
Faith and repentance are also es- 
sential for man's salvation. In like 
manner, when we read about faith 
and repentance, these verses in no 
way negate the necessity of bap- 
tism! No, the Bible does not teach 
that we are saved by any one thing 
"alone"; but it is apparent that 
many in the religious world are 
prejudiced against being baptized, 
and so they do whatever they can 
to explain it away! In such cases, 
who are the true "teachers of er- 
ror"? 

"What about someone who is 
honest and sincere, but just mis- 
taken in his belief?" is a question 
asked at times. The answer is that 
if this person is as honest and sin- 
cere as we believe him to be, then 
show him the passages we have 
studied! This honest and sincere 
person, upon facing the truth con- 
cerning baptism, will surely do eve- 



rything in his power to be right with 
God, including being baptized for the 
remission of sins! The honest and sincere 
person will not offer excuses, fight, or 
argue with the Scriptures that he claims 
to believe and follow! 

For every one who has read this arti- 
cle, how will you respond? Will we 
gladly accept what the Lord said? Fur- 
ther, will we gladly accept what God has 
said on all other subjects? Having ac- 
cepted it, will we teach it to others that 
they might be saved as well? This is the 
Lord's way! If you love Him ... (Jn. 
14:15). 



Thoughts From The Past 

"Error never dies a natural death, it has 
to be killed with the sword of the 
Spirit .... I do know this, nothing, but 
nothing, beats old time gospel preach- 
ing and hard-nosed Bible study. This is 
what it will take to keep the church on 
the straight and narrow path. When we 
depart from the fundamentals, we take 
our first step toward apostasy. Could it 
be that we are more concerned about 
being politically correct than with being 
Scripturally correct?" 

(James P. Needham, Guardian of Truth, 
November 16, 1995, p. 11). 
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